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Join the Conversation on Twitter!  
Follow SOPHIA: @SocietyforHIA 
Conference hashtag: #HIAWorkshop19 

Connect with us on LinkedIn 
Society of Practitioners of Health Impact Assessment (Group) 
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PRACTITIONER WORKSHOP SPONSORS 

Thank you to the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials and the 
National Association of County and City Health Officials for providing support 
through scholarships.  

Special thanks to our host, 
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Agenda
Monday, April 1st   
8:00 AM Breakfast & Registration 

Please sign-in at the Freeman Building Front Desk and then check-in at the 
registration table outside room B144/145 

9:00 AM Welcome & Introductions 
Katie Hirono, SOPHIA  
Kristin Raab, Minnesota Department of Health 

9:10 AM Icebreaker: HIA Bingo 
Ellen Schwaller, SOPHIA 

9:30 AM Health Impact Assessments:  A Tool for Advancing Health 
Equity and Creating Healthy Communities 
Former Commissioner Edward P. Ehlinger, MD, MSPH 

9:50 AM Making the Most of The Next Two Days 
Katie Hirono, SOPHIA 

10:15 AM Break 
10:30 AM Plenary Panel: Making the Most of Your HIA Work 

Making the Most of Affordable Housing as a Platform for Population Health 
in Georgia 
Jimmy Dills, Georgia Health Policy Center 

The Evolution of HIA in Minnesota—From Comprehensive Plans to 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge: Institutionalizing Health in Minnesota 
Communities 
Carissa Slotterback, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of 

Minnesota 
Kristin Raab, Minnesota Department of Health 

The Evolution of HIA as a Tool for Health in all Policies in Wales 
Nerys Edmonds, Wales Health Impact Assessment Support Unit 

Moderated by Katie Hirono 
12:00 PM Lunch 

Lunch is served in the atrium outside of room B144/145. Feel free to enjoy 
your lunch at an atrium table or inside B144/145. 
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1:00 PM Making the Most of HIA Resources 
Ruth Lindberg, Health Impact Project 

1:20 PM Lightning Talks 
A Toolkit to Promote Healthier Communities through Cross-Sector 
Collaboration  
Dasha Dokshina & Bethany Rogerson 
Use of HIA in Specific Sectors:  Reaching Out to New Partners 
Andrew Dannenberg 
A Health Impact Assessment of the Adams County Civil Rights Project 
Madeline England 
Story Maps: Harnessing the Power of Maps and Storytelling to 
Communicate Your HIA 
Samantha Shattuck 
Fracking, Data and Democracy 
 Beth Weinberger 
Engaging California’s Working Family Caregivers for an Assessment of 
California Paid Family Leave 
Sukhdip Purewal Boparai 
Extending the Impact of an HIA - A Medical Marijuana HIA Update 
Carlie Houchen 

Moderated by Emily Bever and Emily Laflamme 
2:35 PM Break 
2:50 PM Breakout Session 1 

Integrating Ecosystem Services, Health, and Human Well-being into 
Decision-making (room B108) 

Is Anyone Better Off? Applying Results-Based Accountability (RBA) to 
Evaluate HIA Performance and Outcomes (room B144) 

Health in All Policies Working Group (room B149) 
4:15 PM Day 1 Wrap Up (room B144/145) 

Prasanthi Persad & Ellen Schwaller 
4:45 PM Adjourn – See you at Happy Hour! 

Join us for Happy Hour 
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

PUBLIC kitchen + bar, 229 6th Street East 
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Tuesday, April 2nd   
8:30 AM Breakfast 

Breakfast is served in B145 
The New Practitioners Breakfast is meeting in B144 

9:30 AM Making the Most of SOPHIA 
Emily Bever and Jimmy Dills 

11:00 AM Break 
11:15 AM Breakout Session 2 

Centering Racial Justice in Research Practices (room B108) 
Big HIA: Large-scale projects and policies (room B145) 
Methods or Tools for HIA practice (room B144) 

12:15 PM Lunch 
Lunch is served in the atrium outside of room B144/145. Feel free to enjoy 
your lunch at an atrium table or inside B144/145. 

1:15 PM Breakout Session 3 
Advancing the Practice of HIA at the State, Regional and Federal Level: HIA 

as a Translational Research Tool (room B144) 
Evaluating HIAs: Our common challenges and how we can address them 

(room B145) 
Communities Leading HIAs: Challenges and Successes (room B108) 

2:30 PM Break 

2:45 PM Making the Most of our Future Practice 
Emily Bever and Jimmy Dills 

3:45 PM Making the Most of our Achievements 
Katie Hirono 

4:00 PM Adjourn 
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PANELISTS & SPEAKERS 

Edward P. Ehlinger, MD, MSPH 
Dr. Edward Ehlinger is a public health metaphysician who has 
spent his professional career working in various settings to 
advance health equity and optimal health for all.  He has 
integrated the values, practices, and approaches of medical 
care, public health, community building, and social justice in 
his work as a Senior Assistant Surgeon with the National 
Health Service Corps, Director of Maternal and Child Health at 
the Minneapolis Health Department, Director and Chief 
Health Officer at Boynton Health Service at the University of 
Minnesota, and Commissioner of Health at the Minnesota 
Department of Health.  He currently chairs the federal HHS 
Secretary's Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality, serves 
as a coach for the National Leadership Academy for Public Health, and consults and speaks 
on public health and community-building issues locally and nationally.   

Dr. Ehlinger received his BA degree in English and his MD degree from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison and his Master of Science in Public Health degree from the University 
of North Carolina – Chapel Hill.  He is a Fellow of the American College Health Association, a 
Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar, and a Bush Fellow.  He is board certified in internal 
medicine and pediatrics and is an Adjunct Professor in the School of Public Health at the 
University of Minnesota.  He is a past president of the Minnesota Public Health Association, 
the North Central College Health Association, the Twin Cities Medical Society, the 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, and the first board chair of CityMatCH.  

Jimmy Dills 
Jimmy Dills is a Health Integration Associate at the Georgia 
Health Policy Center (GHPC). His areas of expertise are health 
impact assessment (HIA) and healthy community design. At 
GHPC, Jimmy leads work on several HIA projects and the 
provision of training and technical assistance to local, state, 
and national partners related to Health in All Policies. 
Recently, his projects have focused on integrating health 
into affordable housing policies and practice, providing 
technical assistance to HIA teams in Kentucky and 
Mississippi, and assisting the Maternal and Child Health 

workforce to address social determinants of health through systems thinking and 
transdisciplinary collaboration. He also supports GHPC’s work with the Georgia Division of 
Aging Services and is a technical assistance provider for Georgia Shape grantees 
implementing nutrition and physical activity strategies in schools across the state.  
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Nerys Edmonds 
Nerys Edmonds works for the Wales Health 
Impact Assessment Support Unit (WHIASU) in 
Public Health Wales. She started her career as a 
Mental Health Nurse. Since 2000, she has 
worked in public health with a focus on 
promoting mental health and well-being, health 
inequalities and impact assessment.  She has 
led a wide range of health promotion projects 
and programs across the health, local 
government and non-profit sectors. Nerys is a co-author of the Mental Well-being Impact 
Assessment Toolkit (2011) and WHIASU Quality Assurance Review Framework for HIA 
(2017). Nerys has a Post Graduate Certificate in Teaching and Learning for Professional 
Practice and enjoys enabling others to learn and develop their skills in HIA. 
 

Katie Hirono 
Katie Hirono is a PhD candidate in the Global Public Health Unit at 
the University of Edinburgh. Her research focuses on the role of 
participatory engagement in citizens’ juries and health impact 
assessment for improving policymaking and health equity. She is 
a former research associate at the Centre for Health Equity 
Training, Research and Evaluation (CHETRE) at the University of 
New South Wales, Australia where she specialized in conducting, 
training and teaching HIA. She has contributed to 30 HIAs 
throughout her career. Before joining CHETRE, Katie worked at 
the Health Impact Project, a collaboration of the Pew Charitable 
Trusts and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, to increase the 
use of health impact assessment in the U.S. 

 

Kristin Raab 
Kristin Raab is the Director for the Minnesota 
Climate and Health Program at the Minnesota 
Department of Health. She has worked in public 
health for over 15 years and holds master’s 
degrees in public health, epidemiology and 
landscape architecture.  Ms. Raab has trained 
over 200 people on HIA methodology, provided 
technical assistance to 18 HIAs in several states, 
published on HIA in peer-reviewed journals, and 
was the founder of the MN HIA Coalition, which she co-chaired for several years. Ms. Raab 
recently received the Harvey G. Rogers Memorial Award from the MN Public Health 
Association for her work. Ms. Raab is passionate about creating resilient communities 
through HIA, good design and policy changes. 
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Carissa Slotterback 

Carissa Slotterback is Associate Dean and Associate 
Professor in Urban and Regional Planning in the Humphrey 
School of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota.  Her 
research and teaching are focused on stakeholder 
engagement and decision making in environmental, land use, 
and transportation planning.  Her work includes research, tool 
development, capacity building, and teaching related to 
health impact assessment and the intersection of health and 
planning.  She has a PhD in Urban and Regional Planning from 
Florida State University and is a Fellow of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Workshop Break Out Rooms 
The workshop will take place at the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Freeman 
Building located at 625 Robert St. N, St. Paul MN. Plenary, lunch, and break out locations are 
located on the first floor of the MDH Freeman Building. Unless otherwise noted, sessions are 
being held in room B144/145. Breakfast will be served inside room B144/145 and lunch 
will be served outside room B144/145. A map of the workshop space is located on the 
following page.   

Transportation 
The Freeman Building is located on Robert Street N between 12th Street and Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Blvd in St. Paul. The building entrance is at the curved exterior wall near the 
southeast end of the building, facing Robert Street N. The Metro Green Line Robert Street station 
is adjacent to the building entrance. There are also several bus routes with stops near the 
Freeman Building. Go to www.metrotransit.org for detailed public transit route information. 

Public parking is available at the Centennial Ramp, Orange Level, on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Blvd, east of Cedar Street or at the surface lot on 14th Street, west of Jackson Street.

Nearby Amenities 
Breakfast and lunch will be provided both days and the happy hour at PUBLIC kitchen + bar 
includes complementary appetizers, but we know you might want to grab an early morning 
coffee or a dinner close to the venue. Below are a few suggestions. 

Coffee 
Caribou Coffee 
(inside Lunds Grocery Story) 
115 10th St. E (5 min walk) 
Beaningful Coffee 
370 Wabasha St. N (15 min) 
Starbucks 
380 St. Peter St (17 min) 

Casual & Quick Eats 
Dark Horse Bar & Eatery 
250 E 7th St. (12 min) 
Ruam Mit Thai  
475 St. Peter St. (12 min) 
Afro Deli & Grill 
5 W 7th Place (14 min) 
Barrio (Latin American) 
235 6th St. E (14 min) 

Other Restaurants 
Handsome Hog (Southern) 
203 6th St. E (13 min) 
Saint Dinette (Upscale 
American) 
261 5th St. E (15 min) 
Kincaid’s Fish, Chop & Steak 
380 St. Peter St. (17 min) 
Gray Duck Tavern 
345 Wabasha St. N (17 min)
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